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s we return perhaps from summer distractions, there @

matters in the Church that should claim our attention In

particular, there are three outstanding documents whickshould
have lasting influence and which we should certainlyat ignore.

In first place and still every bit as significant as tey it appeared in
February of this year, is the Holy Father’s apostolic exftiort Sacramentum
caritatis. It is concerned exclusively with theovus ordoand deals with
various aspects of the celebration of Mass,afsecelebranda. It calls for
appropriate use of Latin in the liturgy, for seminariembe taught Latin and
trained to celebrate Mass in Latin. It calls alsotfer faithful to know their
parts in Latin and for all to learn and use Gregoriaant. This is much too
important to be left forgotten on a shelf. It demandsbéoimplemented
positively in the dioceses and parishes.

The document of the moment is obviously thetu proprio, Summorum Pontificum
promulgated on the™7July, concerned with the judicious revival of the oldersion
of the Roman rite from the Missal of 1962. It is a docunmnalmost startling
simplicity and all the more welcome for that. Its appeesashowed courage on the
part of Pope Benedict, who took great care to explaireteons bishops across the
world that it involved “a matter of coming to an interfeconciliation in the heart of
the Church”. Generally, it appears to have been retaabnly and politely and we
pray that it may be implemented in that spirit. The tefet freedom it allows for
using the older Missal may be its central point, butess Isignificant is the papal
insistence that old and new Missals are versions ofammethe same Roman rite,
equal in validity and deserving of respect — and of courseotthy celebration. The
Pope suggests that the concurrent celebration of batts fof the Roman Rite can be
mutually enriching. Fr William Young has kindly contributemiree thoughts on the
motu propriofor us in this Newsletter.

Lastly, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the F&ias issued a timely statement of
Responses to some Questions regarding Certain Aspects of then®amtr the
Church This reminds us that the one Church of Christ ‘sufjsistly in the Catholic
Church that was entrusted by Our Lord to St Peter 2000 ygay4@00 years before
the eastern churches broke away and over 1500 years thedopeotestant ecclesial
communities were created in the Reformation. This shoatdead to arrogance or
complacency on our part, but we should recognize how inppate it is for us to
think of watering down our Catholic doctrine or liturigyany misguided pursuit of
‘ecumenism’. Charity and friendship are always to beoeraged, however, and
converts must always be made welcome in the one ttde-fahich many of them
have come to serve so well.



s announced in the last Newsletter, our Annual Generdeeting

will be held on Saturday, the &' October this year at ‘Farm

Street’, the Church of the Immaculate Conception in Brm
Street, Mayfair, London W1.

The programme for the day will be as follows. Please th&earlier starting
time this year.

11.00 Solemn Sung Latin Mass of Our Lady

12.30 Buffet Lunch at The Audley, Mount Street W1
(Please fill in and return the enctbskp)

2.00 Talk by Fr Anthony Symondson SJ
3.00 Tea

3.15 Business Meeting

4.30 Solemn Latin Vespers and Benediction

Agenda for the Business Meseting
1 Chairman’s Report.

2 Treasurer’s Report. An Income and Expenditure AccounBatahce Sheet for the
year ending 5 April 2007 will be distributed at the meeting.

3 Subscription Rates for 2008/09. Current rates of subsarjptihich came into
effect on 6 April 2007, are:
Members in the UK: £15

Members in the rest of Europe: £20
All members outside Europe: £25
Reduced rate in the UK and rest of Europe
(for priests, religious, students, persons under 18,efindd): £8

Joint membership — for those living in the UK at saene address,
Newsletters being sent in the same mailing: £18

Council proposes to maintain these rates for thedontting year.

4 Election of Council for 2007/08

The Constitution provides for a Council with a maximoml2 members, three of
whom shall hold the offices of Chairman, Vice Chairngard Treasurer with the
others being ordinary members. The three Officergeratinnually; ordinary
members serve for periods of two years. All are eligibteimmediate re-election.
The Council has power to co-opt up to three ordinary neesnio serve for two years.
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The present Council is:

Officers elected until October 2007
Chairman: Bernard Marriott
Vice-Chairman: Edward Barrett
Treasurer: Jeremy de Satgé

Ordinary members elected until October 2007
Fr Kevin Hale
Mike Withers

Ordinary members elected until October 2008
Fr Guy Nicholls
lan Wells
Ruth Bleakley

Thus the AGM will be invited to elect a Chairman, Vickairman and Treasurer for
the year to October 2007, and up to six ordinary membeiik @ctober 2009. If
fewer than six ordinary members are elected, it willopen to Council to co-opt
additional members until October 2009 provided that the maximumber of
Council members is not exceeded.

Council nominates the present Chairman, Vice-Chairmad Treasurer for re-
election in the same posts, and Fr Kevin Hale and Mikihéhé for re-election as
ordinary members and Ben Whitworth for election as a omdinary memberAny
member may make alternative nominations for any of thesegsitions. If you feel
able to make a contribution to the running of the Asgami by being a Council
member (or in any other way) you are very welcomediscuss this with the
Chairman (0116 285 6158). The names of nominees, whosecprisent must be
obtained, and those of proposer and seconder, must beerbbgithe Chairman not
later than Saturday 22 September 2007.

5 General discussion. Any member wishing to put a maticghe Business Meeting
must notify the present Chairman in writing by 22 Septemigging the name and
address of a member who has agreed to second it. Bubien to any member to
raise topics informally under this item.

! CHHESD
% &" - %"

We will once again be represented at Towards Advengrtheal festival of Catholic
culture, in Westminster Cathedral Hall on Saturday Rovember from 10am to
4pm. This is a good opportunity to meet members of Coumneih informal setting,
and to visit stalls covering a wide variety of Cathaliganisations. There will be
three talks -The Life of Bishop Richard Challonday Fr Richard WhinderMy
Journey to the Catholic Churdby Mrs Aghi Clovis, a convert from Islam, a@ir
Heritage of English Catholic Churchéxy Christopher Martin (author & Glimpse
of Heavel There will also be tours of the Cathedral treesu

5



C ) S +, %

Advance Notice of the Spring Meeting proposed for Satday 31 May 2008,
the Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin May

MANY MEMBERS WILL RECALL our very many members present as possible to
successful visit to Derby Cathedral imake a positive impact in so large and
2003 where we sang Vespers, celebratadjestic a building.

at the main altar which was decoratgg,ss will be sung at 12 noon in the Lady
most memorably by their altar frontal a hapel. The Ordinary will be Mass IX

which had on it in large letter€hristus ~,m Jubilg and the Proper will be suné
Vincit! We were made most welcome by, 5 schola drawn from the Schola

the Dean, Rev Michael Perham, Wréegoriana of Cambridge, plus any

members of the Association who wish to
join in. It is likely that this schola will
rehearse one evening, earlier in the week,
in central London, directed by one of the
Schola Gregoriana’s cantors. More
details nearer the time.

The rehearsal for Vespers will take place
at Gloucester from 11:00am to 12 noon
on the day of the meeting. This will be
open to all members attending, and to all
the Schola Gregoriana’s Associates, and
subsequently became  Bishop ¥ill be directed by one of the Schola’s
Gloucester. When congratulating him difntors.

his elevation to the bishopric, hafter lunch, we will have a talk given by
responded by expressing a wish that W®m Aidan Bellenger, the Abbot of
might go to Gloucester some time. Downside Abbey, who will speak on the

We have the kind permission of thEenedictines’ connections with
Chapter of Gloucester Cathedral @Ioucgs’gershlre (Glochster Cath.edral
celebrate both Mass, in the Lady Chap¥f@s ongmz_ally a Benedictine foundano_n),
and Vespers, in Choir, and we have tﬁ@d Associates of the Schola Gregoriana
Bishop of Clifton’s agreement to both‘{"!” be most cordially invited to attend
Vespers will take the place of thWithus.

Cathedral's normal Saturday afternoorhe day promises to be both exciting and
Evensong at 4:30pm, and we will havateresting, in terms of an exercise in
David Cowen, organist at Holy Crosgpractical ecumenism, and an opportunity
Leicester, playing Dupré’s antiphongor the cathedral to resound to Gregorian
hymn verses and Magnificat verses fro@hant, with which Cathedral worshippers
his Vépres de la Vierge are already happily familiar. lan Wells

Much has yet to be arranged, but yy!l give an update on plans at the AGM,

please put the date in your diary, and gpd more details will appear in the next
please plan to come, as we will need Hgwsletter.
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LITTERAE APOSTOLICAE
MOTU PROPRIO DATAE

BENEDICTUS XVI
SUMMORUM PONTIFICUM

%t - & -
This introductory article is a slightly abbreviated vemsof the material that we
published on our website within hours of the releasth@fmotu proprioon the ¥
July 2007 by the Holy See Press Office under theSitlmmorum Pontificumnd of
the Pope’s Explanatory Letter, together with its owtenvehich explained:

“The fundamental provision is as follows: the Roméaumrdjy will have two forms:

a) The ordinary form is the one that follows thergitoal reform undertaken by
Pope Paul VI in the year 1970, as it appears in the liturb@maks promulgated at
that time. There is aofficial edition in Latin which may be used always and
everywhere and translations in divers languages published by theugaeipiscopal
conferences.

b) The extraordinary form: which is that celebrateddoordance with the liturgical
books published by Blessed Pope John XXIII in 1962.”

Summorum Pontificum (2) In Masses celebrated without the

THE MOTU PROPRIO BEGINS with the PEOPIe, @ priest may use either Missal —
words: Summorum Pontificum cura aiith no need for permission from the
hoc tempus usque semper fiitp to the Apostolic See or from his Ordinary.

present time it has always been thig) Communities of religious may choose

concern of the supreme pontiffs ..."). Thg use the Missal of 1962.
document traces the history of the Roman

Missal up to its reform and renewal i) The faithful may attend the
1970, following the Second Vaticagelebrations mentioned in (2) above.

Council, and it recalls the subseque) parish priests should willingly accept
attempts by Pope John Paul Il t@quests from a stable group of faithful
accommodate the needs of those strongjijo are attached to the earlier liturgical
attached to the old MissalQuattuor tradition, to celebrate the Mass according
abhinc annos(1984) andEcclesia Dei tg the Missal of 1962, and “ensure that
(1988). The detailed provisions, whicthe welfare of these faithful harmonises
now replace those of the two documenfsth the ordinary pastoral care of the
mentioned above, are as follows: parish, under the guidance of the bishop
(1) The Sacrifice of the Mass followingn accordance with canon 392, avoiding
the typical edition of the Roman Missdliscord and favouring the unity of the
promulgated by Pope John XXIIl in 196%hole Church”. Such celebrations may
and never abrogated may be celebratedae place on working days; while on
aforma extraordinaria Sundays and feast days one such
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celebration may be held. The 1962 form Explanatory Letter
may be allowed for circumstances SUCRG accompany HIS MOTU PROPRIQ

as marriages, funerals or occasionglhich was “the fruit of much reflection,
celebrations, e.g. pilgrimages. Priest§ merous consultations, and prayer”,
who use the Missal of 1962 must bgqne Benedict addressed an explanatory
qualified to do so and not juridically |gtter o all the bishops of the world,
impeded. which we summarise as follows:

(6) Readings may be in the vernacular

i€ .
desired. fhe says he was aware of widespread

concern that that the document might
(7) “If a group of lay faithful, as detract from the authority of the Second
mentioned in article 5, has not obtaineatican Council, one of whose essential
satisfaction to their requests from thelecisions - the liturgical reform - is being
parish priest, they should inform thecalled into question and might lead to
diocesan bishop. The bishop is stronglgisarray or even divisions within parish
requested to satisfy their wishes. If heommunities. He explains why these
cannot arrange for such celebration ttears may be discounted.

take place, the matter should be referr
to the Pontifical CommissiorEcclesia
Dei.”

eﬁe emphasizes that "There is no
contradiction between the two editions of
the Roman Missal. In the history of the
(8) A bishop, if unable to satisfyliturgy there is growth and progress, but
requests, may refer the problem tmo rupture. What earlier generations held
Ecclesia Dei to obtain counsel andas sacred, remains sacred and great for us
assistance. too. For that matter, the two Forms of the
. usage of the Roman Rite can be mutually
(9) The former ritual may be used forenriching: new Saints and some of the

baptism, marriage etc. and ordinaries are .
P ’ 9 new Prefaces can and should be inserted

g:cvce:r;r:gren:gih;ntougﬁ]lebtrhaeteeg:ﬁesralgroaé]n;rilr% the old Missal. TheEcclesia Dei
9 nCommission, in contact with various

Pontifical. bodies devoted to thesus antiquiorwill
(10) The ordinary, if he feels itstudy the practical possibilities in this
appropriate, may erect a personal parigiegard. The celebration of the Mass
in accordance with Canon 518 foraccording to the Missal of Paul VI will
celebrations following the ancient formbe able to demonstrate, more powerfully
of the Roman rite, or appoint a chaplain.than has been the case hitherto, the
sacrality which attracts many people to
the former usage. The most sure
guarantee that the Missal of Paul VI can
(12) The Commission will exercise theunite parish communities and be loved
authority of the Holy See, supervisingdy them consists in its being celebrated
the observance and application of theswith great reverence in harmony with the
dispositions which are to be observediturgical directives. This will bring out
from 14th September of this year. the spiritual richness and the theological
depth of this Missal.”

(11) The CommissionEcclesia Dei
continues to exercise its function and




Pope Benedict is forthright about one ofeconciliation in the heart of the Church.
the reasons why many desired to recovéiooking back over the past, to the
the form of the sacred liturgy that waglivisions which in the course of the
dear to them. “This occurred above altenturies have rent the Body of Christ,
because in many places celebratiorme continually has the impression that,
were not faithful to the prescriptions ofat critical moments when divisions were
the new Missal, but the latter actuallicoming about, not enough was done by
was understood as authorizing or evethe Church's leaders to maintain or
requiring creativity, which frequently led regain reconciliation and unity.”

to deformations of the liturgy which )

were hard to bear. | am speaking frorhie is keen to reassure the bishops “I very
experience, since | too lived through thaiuch wish to stress that these new norms
period with all its hopes and itsdo not in any way lessen your own
confusion. And | have seen how arbitraruthority and responsibility, either for
deformations of the liturgy caused deefhe liturgy or for the pastoral care of your
pain to individuals totally rooted in thefaithful. Each bishop, in fact, is the
faith of the Church.” He goes on “I nowmoderator of the liturgy in his own
come to the positive reason whicHliocese. Nothing is taken away, then,
motivated my decision to issue thimtu from the authority of the Bishop, whose
proprio updating that of 1988. It is arole remains that of being watchful that

matter of coming to an interiorall is donein peace and serenity.

In addition to this summary, members will also findaur website links to the full
texts of themotu proprioin Latin, an English translation (from the Vatican
Information Service but still not official at the tmof writing) and the official
English version of the Pope’s Letter of Explanation. Tagholic Truth Society has
published a bookleBummorum Pontificurwhich includes all three texts, one Latin
and two English, mentioned above. [reference Do 773 1SBB1 86082 473 9 price
£1.50]

+ ) &%/
Some thoughts on théviotu proprio

he long awaited appearance on Saturdayuly 2007 of His Holiness Pope

Benedict XVI'smotu proprioon the liturgy, accompanied by his Explanatory

Letter to the Bishops, has changed the entire climatkeopost-Vatican I
epoch. The document takes effect off' Beptember, giving every member time to
read these crystal-clear documents carefully and speanlatdhere they might lead.
The ALL is already dedicated to the solemn sung cel@bratas and when
appropriate, of what is now to be termed the ordinargnfoor usage of Mass in
Latin. We can only rejoice that more occasions may hevdeemed appropriate for
the use of Latin, which has always been and is sélloffficial liturgical language of
the Church, despite appearances.



But what else has changed? Wellneeded to be put on hold, or quarantined
everything, really, although it may takein order to give the New Order of Mass a
some time to show. We need to take intchance to “bed in”.

account the context of the Pope’'s ] o

decision. Every Council of the ChurchWith the benefit of the driving force of
has been followed by a period of turmoilgcclesiastical authority, the newer use, as
as the Pope has reminded us elsewhe¥¥ should now term it, certainly took
The period after the Council of Nicaea i®ff, but it is not well rooted in the
a notorious instance, likened by St Basffadition, and arguably, except for the
to a naval battle fought at night, withPossibility of using the vernacular, it
everyone vulnerable to attack bywould not have found favour among the
everyone else! It should therefore nobPeople. In the teeth of much indifference
surprise us that the 40-year period aftéin both sides, the ALL has shown what
Vatican Il has in its turn in some wayscan be done by accepting the challenge
generated more heat than light. As i8f making the new Mass work, by
evident from the address he gave to tHearefully nurturing and favouring those
Curia in December 2005, the Pope i§lements of the Roman liturgical
insisthg on a “hermeneutic  oftradition which it contains, in particular
continuity”. Councils must be seen aghe Latin liturgical language and its
part of the living tradition of the Churchmusic. But each time there is a
and not taken out of this context. Facilitgelebration, much has to be planned
with Latin, the language of the Councilanew, ad hoc An expertise has been
has declined not just in matters liturgicalbuilt up, but always carefully prescinding
The promised new, andofficial from anything which might seem too
translations of the Council documents¢lose to being in continuity with the
can On'y assist in the necessar mediate past The L.at|n Mass SOC|ety
clarification of what the Council actuallynas taken a different line and chosen to
said as distinct from its purportedStop the clock at 1962. Thus, they have
“spirit”. If we have not received what theMaintained, at a cost, the tradition as it
Council actually said, we have not reallfhen was, and have preserved this as a

received anything at all. living, if fading memory, and as a
) ] valuable reference point for the future.
So the Pope is looking beyond the

immediate problems of the Liturgy, everwhat the Pope has done is to rejoin the
though something so central to theew to the old. There is only one Roman
Church,fons et culmenwas bound to be Rite, with, at present, an older and a
in the crossfire. Indeed, if the Romamewer use. There can be no authentic
liturgy celebrated during the councildevelopment if the ordinary use of Mass
itself is sidelined, how can the Churchis not free to put its roots down into its
hope to move forward? Was this liturgypast. Conversely, tradition stopped in its
sidelined, providentially, to protect it?tracks, can never really live. The Pope
We now know it was not actuallyhas unfrozen our liturgical life. He has
abolished, but until recently you wouldrejoined us to our roots. As we have
have been hard put to describe itseen, all too often the florid overgrowth
situation in any other way. | suppose ibf the new has not borne consistent fruit.
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Once it is rooted properly, and isusage, or even in the newer. Might it
judiciously pruned, it ought to transformeven be possible one day, once there are
the life of the Church. In the context ofacceptable texts, to celebrate the older
the whole of tradition, even theusage in the vernacular? This surely
“experiments” may have taught uswould have been better than some of the
something. Without roots, our liturgyliturgical phenomena of the post-Vatican
needs a constant input of energy. Thelé period. Perhaps it did not happen
can be no authentic development witholtecause of “ecumenical” sensibilities.
rootedness in tradition. Perhaps it will not be called for if the

. newer usage is attracted to the older
Has Pope Benedict restarted th@sage over time.

liturgical movement? We shall see. Ten
years ago Fr Aidan Nicholslsooking at But even if theusus antiquior does
the Liturgy envisaged a new missal forremain sacrosanct in its 1962 rubrics, as
the older usage which would be at may well need to be for those attached
counterpart to the ordinary missal foto Old Low Mass, it seems to me that the
general use. The Pope has surely laid tmewer, ordinary use is capable, in theory
foundations for this. Thélotu Proprio and in principle, of developing by taking
has already flagged up the insertion intback into itself elements of the Roman
the older missal of new prefaces and théurgical tradition which have fallen out
orations for the new saints made sincef use. The old Indults made the point of
1962. Will a neweditio typica of the forbidding any mixing ofites. But given
extraordinary Roman Missal permitthat there is one Roman Rite, are we not
authentic developments, e.g. use of thaeing encouraged to think in terms of an
chair and the ambo, and dropping theppropriate mixing ofise® Some have
requirement for the celebrant to repeatpeculated on recouping the use of
what is sung by the choir at high andsarum, for example. This raises
sung Mass? It would be strange if thesproblems which cannot be dealt with
developments were not permitted nowhere, but what objection could there be to
since the 1965 missal, whichrecouping into the 2002 missal elements
incorporated adaptations in response tf the Roman Rite which had been lost
the Council’s Constitution on the Liturgyor suppressed, but might now be restored
Sacrosanctum Conciliumdid permit to use, at least on occasion? Birettas
them. were never abolished, they merely went
out of use, as hats have generally done in
The point here is that there will be gur times. But should the maniple
spectrum of liturgical possibilities in theyetyrn? The uncontrolled
older usage, as in the newer, and thakperimentation of the recent past should
there will be an overlap in practicepe a warning to us. Time will tell what

between the two. The two missals wilcan be revived with profit. We must be
mark fixed points to guide thepatient.

development of the Rite of which they

are each expressions. It may well b&his brings us to the question of due
pastorally appropriate on occasion tauthority. No one, even a priest, and
celebrate entirely in Latin in the olderremember, bishops are priests, should
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dare to change the liturgy on his owrhimself of this right or not, every priest

authority. Even so, the Liturgy cannobfthe Roman Rite may use either missal,
really be considered in isolation from theordinary or extraordinary, in the

priests who have been ordained for itappropriate circumstances. His people
celebration. It is often said that Vatican may approach him to ask him to respond
dealt with the Pope and Vatican Il dealto their needs, and he will be free so to
with the Bishops. Pope Benedict hasglo. It means that the priest is given the
ensured that the Priests will not have toesponsibility for making a judgement
wait for another council to have theirabout what is pastorally appropriate, and
proper authority acknowledged. | mearimself getting the pastoral feedback.

by this that it is clearly thpriest who is ) ) )
in the front line, who has the This frees the bishops from an immense

responsibility for pastoral decisions “inPurden, and not just in the mailbag. They
the field”. Bishops, of course, are prieston!y need to moderate, not drive, the
but their responsibility as bishops is td'turgical life of the people whom they
oversee and coordinate, not to coerce gave entrusted to the care of their priests.
restrictlegitimateoptions. It may well be ey can do this by caring for the
that priests as a body have not been H&rgical well-being of their priests, and
well formed as we might have beenthey might like to lead by example,
Many of the reforms have naive|yperhaps, by them_s_elves celebra’qng or
imagined that every priest is able to ris@ttending an_d presiding at celebrat|o_ns of
to the challenges of the post-Vatican ihe extraordinary as well as the ordinary
epoch. It is clear in theotu propriothat US€ in Latin. This would change
priests and their people have th@erceptions. Perhaps Pope Benedict will
initiative. Whether he wishes to availShoW the bishops how it could be done

0& %"
THOSE IN FAVOUR
Catholic Herald teaching documents of the Council. It
Editorial 13th July 2007 goes without saying that the bishops of

“With one bound, they were free. In hiEEngland and Wales bear a heavy

wonderful Apostolic LetterSummorum esponsibility to ensure that public
Pontificum Pope Benedict abolishegSunday celebrations of the 1962 Missal
almost every restriction on bishopstake place wherever there is demand for

priests and faithful who wish to celebratdhem. As the Pope observes, many young
the pre-Vatican Il liturgy. This may be People are drawn to_the tra}dltlonal Mass;
wishful thinking on our part, but if the €t the bishops seize this marvellous
message ofSummorum Pontificuris OPPOrtunity  for  evangelisation  and

truly absorbed, then the Church willl€vival:

achieve a unity that has eluded it sinc€ardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor,

the adoption of the Missal of 1970.Archbishop of Westminster, issued a
Celebrations of both forms of the Romarstatement of 7th July 2007. “On behalf of
Rite should be enriched by the greahe Bishops of England and Wales |
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welcome the Holy Father’s call for unitya sect or were doing something
within the Church and especially towardabnormal. It is not right to label a Mass
those who are very attached tmegatively that the Church used for
celebrating the Mass according to theenturies. Those who speak of
Missal of 1962. We foresee littleseparation, in reality have not understood
difficulty in receiving and carrying out anything. There is no gap between pre-
the Pope’s teaching about the two formeonciliar and post-conciliar. There is
of the celebration of the Eucharist. | antontinuity in the evolution of it that is

confident that the Bishops of Englandften overlooked.”

and Wales are well placed to implement

this timely Letter and the Norms whichCardinal Philippe Barbarin,
clarify the universal discipline of theArchbishop of Lyons and Primate of
Church.” France writing in An Invitation for

Reconciliation July 13" “The Pope
Cardinal Keith O'Brien, Archbishop of thinks that if we don't make a clear
St Andrews & Edinburgh, in a sermon tggesture now, the division with the
mark the feast of the Assumption, orraditionalists will become an irreparable
which he showed his own sup-port foischism. Therefore he is continuing Pope
both rites by celebrating two separatdohn Paul II's policy in this regard. If
Masses at two different churchesthey want to stay faithful to Rome, they
“Benedict XVI has written deeply aboutknow the doors are open to them and that
love in his two major teachingtheir attachment to the older liturgy is
documents so far: God is Love and thaot an obstacle. The only new element in
Sacrament of Love. Even his choseSummorum Pontificuris the decision to
name, Benedict, which itself meangive authority to priests to welcome
'‘blessing’, is a sign that the new Popeoluntarily requests to celebrate the
intended himself to be a peacemaker, ofass according to the Roman Missal of
who would try to bring all back again1962. At the same time, the Pope invites
into the one fold of Christ. And traditionalists to recognize “the value
consequently, he wishes our Church tand the holiness” of Paul VI's Missal,
proceed in that same spirit of lovewith which | have celebrated Mass every
welcoming one another together in ouday since my ordination. Priests attached
liturgies whether in the ordinary form orto the older form will certainly be
the extraordinary form.” touched by this strong initiative of

Benedict XVI. He asks everyone to
Cardinal Karl Lehman, President of penetrate the divine and sacred
the German Episcopal Conference sai@imension of the Eucharist. My hope is
during a press conference on July"1lthat this clear gesture of the Holy Father
that Summorum Pontificumepresents an will lead the reticent to rediscover the
important step for the Church. “I amtexts of the Council. We always need to
absolutely convinced that this is ajo deeper into these teachings. | regard

positive step for everyone who loves thishem as a source for renewal and unity in
kind of Mass and does not want to béhe Church.”

swept into a corner as if they belonged to contd/...
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Bishop Walter Mixa of Augsburg continuing work on the future
(Bavaria), in his sermon before several development of the Roman rite. He has
hundred Catholics on the feast of the made it clear that the two versions of
Assumption, thanked Pope Benedictthe one Roman rite, the more recent
warmly for his initiative in extending ordinary form, and the older
permission for the use of the 1962 extraordinary form, should not be seen
Missal as an extraordinary form of the as being in competition with each other.
Roman Rite. “This can open up accessThey are two ways of celebrating the
for younger believers to the full treasure Roman rite of the sacred liturgy. This
of the Church’s liturgy.” In his diocese, papal teaching has  significant
Bishop Mixa wanted to “extend the implications. | personally hope that the
possibility of celebrating the 1962 form Holy Father's wise and prudemhotu

of Mass liberally and generously for the proprio, and the thinking and
benefit of all believers, as an expressionexperience that inform it, will be the
of unity in the Catholic Church in a start of a much needed new phase of
globalised world, in accordance with the liturgical study and development.”

wish of the Holy Father. As a first step,

a larger number of churches in the Fr Guy Nicholls

Diocese of Augsburg will be selected in Parish Priest, Birmingham Oratory
which thes_e Masses may be celebrateds i, Newsletteduly 15"

regularly in the future, so that the

faithful will not be obliged to make ‘The Pope has broadened the
unduly long journeys. The number of Permission for the Olq Mass, which he
people needed to allow a Mass to belS callmg the 'extraordinary fc_er' of the
celebrated regularly in a parish is just a Mass, in contrast to the ‘ordinary form’
guide and in the nature of things could which is celebrated in our phurches_ each
fall below the 25 suggested.” Bishop day. Why has.he done this? It is firstly
Mixa firmly contradicted the suggestion Pecause he wishes to heal the wound of
that, with having these two different disunity which has existed for many

forms of Mass, there was a danger of ayears among Catholics over their
split in the Catholic Church. The Preferences for the old or new forms of

celebration were simply two versions of the older form, in the Missal published
the one Catholic rite by Blessed Pope John XXIIl in 1962,
[TRANSLATION EB] there is still something of valqe for the
Church now. It can enrich our

. . celebrations of the New Mass. And the

Fr Ignatius Harrison

Provost. London Orator Pope also foresees that elements of the
. ) y new can enrich the old as well. They

Parish Magazine August 2007 should no longer be seen therefore as

“In addition to specifying the permitted two separate rites, but two forms of one

use of the older rites it seems to me thatrite.”

the Holy Father has also opened up a

fruitful direction for necessary and contd/...
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SOME LESS ENTHUSIASTIC

The Tablet ancient and new forms, by permitting
Editorial 14" July 2007 wider use of the 1962 form of the Mass,

“A puzzling feature both of thenotu MY experience as a hishop convjncee me
proprio and of the explanatory letter ©f the importance of a common liturgical

Pope Benedict sent with it is the attempPrayer to express Catholics’ unity of
to present the ruling given now as in lindPelief. With the Second Vatican Counql
with previous practice. The Pope saydhereé was a real step forward in
the Tridentine Rite is correctly understanding the liturgy and its ability

understood as the ‘extraordinary’ formt@ nourish us with the word of God,
of the Mass while the post-Vatican I1°ffered in @ much more abundant way

form remains the ordinary form. than before. Further, it would be

Together the two forms constitute ongsYMPtomatic of that sense of insularity
Rite. But in many people’s minds thdhat characterized the kind of Christian
Tridentine form was simply banned,"fe that people lived then.. | am very
banished and suppressed. Benedict y\grateful to the Second Vatican Council
declares: ‘What earlier generations heldPecause it opened doors and windows
as sacred, remains sacred and great fiff @ Christian life that was happier and
us too, and it cannot be all of a suddef°re humanly liveable. Obviously it was

entirely forbidden’ But it was. This is a PoSsible to live a holy and happy

clear repudiation of the policy of PopeSChristian life before the council, but

Paul VI and John Paul Il. not aChristian existence lacked that little
continuation of it. This becorﬁes evengrai” of mustard that gives added flavour

more apparent when the Pope virtually® daily life. Finally, there is the need
orders a bishop to permit Tridentine Ritd®" Unity in prayer within each diocese
Masses in his diocese in future, and evei?d @ practical concemn for bishops
encourages groups aggrieved by an?lr_eady_ struggling to find and assign
refusal to appeal over his head to th&riests in a way that makes the Eucharist

Vatican. Previous popes left the bishop@vailable to as many people as possible.
authority intact. But then the PopeHere | trust in the traditional good sense

declares: ‘Nothing is taken away, thenOf our people, who will understand how

from the authority of the bishop’ This is, iN€ bishop already struggles to provide
to put it at its most polite, confusing.” the Eucharist to everyone and that it

would not be easy to multiply the

Cardinal Martini, _ celebrations or pull out of thin air
Archbishop Emeritus of Milan ordained ministers capable of meeting all
Il Sole 24 Oreluly 29" the needs of individuals.”

“Although | love the Latin language andBishop Luca Brandolini of Sora-
would have no technical difficulty even Aquino-Pontecorvo, interviewed iha
preaching in Latin, | shall not celebrateRepubblica, 11 July.

the Tridentine Mass. Although | adm|r.e“It is a day of grief, not only for me, but

Pope Benedict XVI's benevolence i ; ;
allowing Catholics to praise God withnfor many who lived and worked in the
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Second Vatican Council. Today, abecause ever since | have been the
reform for which so many laboured, atbishop here, there has never been anyone
the cost of great sacrifices, animatedvho has expressed such a desire.”

solely by the wish to renew the Church,
has been cancelled. The episcopal rin@
which | carry on my finger belonged to

rchbishop André Vingt-Trois of
aris will give a “reasonable response to
Archbishop Annibale Bugnini, the father regl}jsf)sr;{;' blgri\évr:”esl?mir?e t(;%emgigczrs]g
of the conciliar liturgical reform. | was, P o P ;
because “those who want celebrations

at the time of the Council, a disciple of . .
his and a close co-worker. | was close toaccordlng to the Missal of 1962 are not

him when he worked in that reform and 1" the main Parisians.

always recall with how much passion heArchbishop Mario Conti of Glasgow
worked for liturgical renewal. Now, his believes that the one ‘extraordinary’
work has been cancelled. | will obey, Mass in the diocese for which he has
because | care for the Holy Father. lalready made provision “accommodates
have for him the same sentiment that ahe few who want it". He does not
son has for his father. And then, as a&nvisage that there are any “stable
bishop, I am bound to obedience. Yet, ingroups who adhere to the 1962 Missal”
my heart, | suffer deeply. | feel as if in Glasgow. He wants to be informed
wounded in my heart, and | cannot helpabout any celebration of the older form
saying it. Nonetheless, if anyone in myand to confirm that the priest is suitably
diocese will ask me to allow the qualified. He claims his guidelines are
Tridentine rite, | will not be able to say “not intended in any way to obstruct the
no. But | do not believe this will happen, Holy Father’'s wishes”.

08 * %" 1 - g ot

he Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has issuechgortant

document with the rather unwieldy titResponsa ad Quaestiones de

Aliquibus Sententiis ad Doctrinam de Ecclesia Pertinentilous
“Responses to some Questions regarding Certain Asplettie Doctrine on
the Church”.

It is the first significant document to come from Watican’s powerful dicastery of
which Cardinal William Levada is now the prefectpsln to replace Pope Benedict
after his 24 years in that post. It is an unusual documeratriaus ways. It is mainly
in question and answer format. There are in factdhvart questions with somewhat
longer detailed responses. It builds on and develops theut conciliar Dogmatic
ConstitutionLumen Gentiun{1964) and the more recent, but relatively unknown,
CDF declaratiorDominus lesug2000), both of which addressed the nature of the
Catholic Church and its place and stature in the world déncern here is: did
Vatican Il change the Church’s traditional doctrine asdview of other Christian
denominations? Others then consider how all this shafielct our view of
ecumenism.
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THE FIRST QUESTION IS: Did the Second from this doctrine. The Congregation
Vatican Council change Catholicbelieves that “Despite the fact that this
doctrine on the Church? The answer in geaching has created no little distress in
nutshell ‘No'! Popes John XXIII and the communities concerned and even
Paul VI both insisted on that. amongst some Catholics, it is
nevertheless difficult to see how the title
; .~ of Church” could possibly be attributed
féi'g isttsr’]’atin thﬁ]e C?::rtﬁglic()f Cth:Jkr](r:lf?E) to them., given 'ghat they do not accept the
" theological notion of the Church in the

e et I poundd o0 "t sense and. that theylck
' 9 y %ements considered essential to the

Peter and the bishops in Communiorbatholic Church.. We are told its

with him. publication “reflects the concern of the
THIRD: Why “subsists”? Answer: Congregation to safeguard the unity and
Effectively, because its meaning isunicity of the Church, which would be

deeper than “is™! “Fullness of grace andcompromised by the proposal that the
of truth have been entrusted to thé&hurch founded by Christ could have
Catholic Church”, setting it somewhatmore than one subsistence.”

apart from all others.

SEcOND: What is the meaning of the

Cardinal William Kasper, president of
FourTH: Why are we happy to use thethe Pontifical Council for Promoting
word “Church” in respect of the EasternChristian Unity calls the document “an
Churches not in full communion with invitation to dialogue”. Apparently it
us? Answer: They too have truecaused an initial “heated reaction among
sacraments and, above all, because of tigotestant Christians” but he hopes “a
apostolic succession. second, more peaceful reading could
show that the document is not saying
anything new, but explains clearly the
osition of the Catholic Church and
‘serves to give clarity to the dialogue
rocess. At the heart of dialogue there is
t that which divides us, but that which
ites us, which is greater than what
ivides us. Therefore, the declaration is
ot a step backward with respect to
cumenical progress already achieved. It
is an urgent invitation to continue
The Document itself stops there, but tgeaceful dialogue.”

accompany it the CDF published a St seems clear that the intention of the

page ~ Commentary, similarly ~with Pope and the CDF is to lessen confusion
official versions in Latin and seven other. the Church. and at the same time to

; i
languages. This covers the same gro.uréarengthen the sense of Catholic identity
but at greater length. and explores fawl;gs a safeguard against a type of

briefly what is implied ecumenically exaggerated ecumenism in which al

FIFTH: But what about the ‘protestant’
Christian Communities born out of the
Reformation of the sixteenth century
Answer: We call them “ecclesial
communities” rather than churches in th
proper sense because, in the absence
apostolic succession, they have n
sacramental priesthood and have
preserved the genuine Eucharistice
Mystery.
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Christian communities are regarded aslocuments, the time is surely long past
possessing equally valid understandingéor any idea that ecumenism could be
of Christian faith. Although the point is served by adopting a bland, “lowest
not addressed specifically in thesecommon denominator” style of liturgy.

% 2% %3" % +° °©

e know of a number of English churches where forwardsditave either

been dispensed with or moved temporarily to allow Mas®tcelebrated

at the old “high altar”, without creating a major row.Austria, however,
the parish priest of Péllauberg, a place of pilgrimage ibeautiful corner of the
province of Styria, has attracted fame and notorstydoing exactly that. In the
Church of Our Lady, which dates from the Gothic period,ybung priest Fr Roger
Ibounigg wanted to remove the forwavdlksaltarand to celebrate Massl orientem
at the high altarHowever, after some opposition from the parish councilas
agreed to use the high altar on weekdays and bring otjpeleple’s altar” again on
Sundays. At one stage a diocesan spokesman intervened delihge saying the
people's altar must not be removed, because it was aneteleof the participatory
Mass celebration”.

FR IBOUNIGG EXPLAINED in an interview liturgist, J A Jungmann, one of the
on theKath.netwebsite “First of all one architects of the Constitution on the
needs to know our magnificent Sacred Liturgy had spoken in the same
pilgrimage church to understand theway — ‘it was not a matter of turning
importance of the architectural one’s back to the people but of turning
arguments. Many people have beerwith the people’ in the same direction™.

blinded by the success of altars facing- 5,inal Christoph  Schonborn
the people, to the extent of forgettingArchbishop of Vienna, has himself

certain  aesthetic needs. Even theqqgressed this question of orientation,
commissions for historic monuments ar€riting as follows:

but a voice in the desert. More important
is the theological significance of The question of which altar to use for Mass

. . . has grown into a lively debate. In one
Celebratmg Massad DominumIn his Viennese parish it was decided to resume

book The Spirit of the Liturgy (2000), yse of the Baroque high altar to celebrate
our present Pope addressed this questiomass. A movable altar was to be used
very clearly; ‘By turning toward the strictly for ‘Family Masses'. The senior
people, the priest has turned thé)riegts of the city questioned me over this,
community into a self-enclosed circle. °PViously concerned. Someone thought
. . fit to pass on to the Press the report of a
By its structure, it no longer OPEeNS OUt t0. e ting the priests had attended, which
in on itself. The common turning of choice remark: “In future, in the parish of
priest and people to the east was not &tRoch, the priest will be preaching
“celebration toward the wall”; it did not toward the wall”" | would like very much
mean that the priest turned his back t(ﬁc/’. talk about this before the priests of
ienna, but also before everyone the

the people’. Similarly the Austrian subject might affect and interest.
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FRSTMPORTANTPRINCIPLE the essential thing
is not about which direction the celebrant
faces at the altar, but about being aware
of what takes place on the altar. We
should concentrate on the mystery of

faith, on Christ who is in our midst and who
gives himself to the Father for us and the
multitude. It is his death and resurrection
that we proclaim, so that they are

achieved among us. It is the centre of our
faith, its source and summit, as the

Council constantly reminds us. Are we
sufficiently aware of this? One might well
doubt it on seeing the “war of the altars.”

SECOND: the two ways of celebrating are
both justified and neither should be
subject to criticism or accused of
ideological connotations. One does not
celebrate “toward the people” or

“toward the wall”. One addresses God
through Jesus Christ and in the Holy Spirit.
Celebrating facing the people signifies
that all of us, priests and laity are
gathered around Christ, symbolised by the
altar and whose Body and Blood are
present on the same altar. Celebrating
“with back to the people” means simply
that one faces in the same direction as
the people, marking the common

direction of our prayer, the symbol of our
road, of our pilgrimage toward God, of
God'’s people on the move.

THIRD: Vatican Il said absolutely nothing
regarding the orientation of the
celebration. It was only in 1969 in the
General Instruction on the Roman Missal
(no. 262) that one could read: “The main
altar should be freestanding, away from
the wall, so that the priest can walk round
itand can celebrate facing the people.”
The new version of 2002 (no 299) adds
“which is desirable where possible”. This
addition by the CDW may be taken as a
recommendation, but certainly not as an
obligation.

FOURTH The most ancient witnesses show
that Christian prayer was orientated, that
is turned toward the east. The Jews
prayed toward Jerusalem, the Muslims
toward Mecca, and the Christians toward

the rising sun, which symbolises the risen
Christ. The orientation of churches, that is
their construction toward the east, is a
fundamental principle of ecclesiastical
architecture. There are, however,
exceptions: St Peter’'s in Rome, for
practical reasons, was built facing the
west, which is why, since the beginning,
the Pope celebrates Mass facing the
doors at the east end and therefore
turned toward the people. Itis good to be
reminded of what ‘orientation’ actually
means!

To end on a personal note: for my part, |

love both ways of celebration. For me

they are both full of meaning, rich and
profound meaning. They both help me to
encounter God. Is that not the sole object

of the liturgy? [TRANSLATION EB

I .. 04 )

% % + %"

There is good news from Sister Bede
at St Cecilia’s Abbey, Ryde, Isle of
Wight. Firstly we should mention
that all their Masses on Sundays
(10.00) and Weekdays (09.30) are
now sung fully in Latin. Next, there
are to be celebrations in October to
mark the centenary of the dedication
of the abbey church.

We are told:

The Nuns are planning a celebration to
mark the one hundred years of the
Dedication of their church — which all
members of the Association are
welcome to attend. The programme is:

Thursday 11 October

5.00 pmSolemnFirst Vespers

to be followed (all being well) by @alk
on the Liturgy of the Dedication by the
Abbot of Quarr, the Rt Rev Cuthbert
Johnson, OSB.
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Friday 12 October attributed to St Gregory the Great) the
10:00 amSung Mass outer and inner walls of the Church three
times each, and altar seven times;
antiphons and psalms accompanied the
rite continually. As the relics were
carried in procession to the altar and
sealed within with blessed cement,
litanies of the saints were sung. The nuns
thought they were 'in paradise’, noted the
chronicler, “What also spoke of heaven
5:00 pmSolemn Vespers was the perpetual incensing of the altar:
of the Dedication it reminded us of certain scenes from the
(which it is hoped that enough monksapocalypse.” After that, the Bishop
will attend so as to alternate the Latinanointed the altar and the twelve stone
psalmody with the Nuns' choir). crosses on the walls of the Church. “Our
bishop was truly magnificent, climbing
Here are some historical notes from theyp to them with a zeal full of dignity to
Abbey Chronicle concerning the  anoint each cross. His abounding faith
Centenary of the Dedication of St overflowed into the souls of all those
Cecilia's Abbey Church, Ryde participating; the symbols seemed to
1907 - 12th October — 2007 vanish in order to allow them to see the
ineffable realities contained in them.”

After the Office of None (normally
beginning at 2:40pm) there will be an
Organ Recital (probably starting at
3:00pm) by Mr Kenneth Tickell (builder
of the new Abbey organ three years ago
reported in Newsletter 120). To be
followed by Tea.

THE NUNS OF STE-CECILE, already on
the Isle of Wight, bought Appley House,

Ryde, on 6 February 1906, and moved in . )

over the next few months. They chose Qs %

the architect Edward Goldie for the & /+

church, recommended by Dom Cabrol, .

the Abbot of Farnborough. Included ur Association had always held

among his works are the Carmelite in special admiration the great
Priory, Kensington Church Street, and St Benedictine Abbeys that have
James's, Spanish Place. The first storfdnbraced and celebrated the current
was laid on 30 June, 1906, and b)}lturgy of the Church in its full Latin

January 1907 the roof was complete. BgPlendour. In the north of Scotland,
February the altar was in place, and theuscarden Abbey has long stood out as
church opened on Maundy & beacon and a source of inspiration.

Thursday. The current abbey ChronicléVhile a number of abbeys, particularly
. in France, have for some time been
records that: )
. o permitted to celebrate the older forms of
The ceremony of Dedication on 12,0 \ass and Office, it is good to have
October 1907 occupied the participantgye fine examples of the monks of
for more than five hours. It began withp|scarden and Solesmes and the nuns of
Bishop Cahill of Portsmouth copiouslyg;  cecilia’s Ryde, among the
sprinkling ~with Gregorian water (a communities who demonstrate so well

mixture of blessed water, wine, ashege heauty and dignity possible within
and salt forming a lustrous liquid, and
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the post-conciliar forms.

Benedictines are too wise to make a
precipitate changes as a reaction to t
Holy Father’s motu proprio We are

The Vatican Council, the normative editions of
._g approved liturgical books being in

tin, vernacular versions deriving from

especially reassured to read Fr Hugl§y celebrating the “new” liturgy in Latin,

Gilbert’s Abbott’s Letterin the Summer
edition of the Abbey's newsletter, which

includes the following:

And what of Pluscarden in all this? Our
community, since the late 1960's, has
followed with an undivided heart, the
revised post-conciliar forms of the Roman
and monastic liturgy, both as regards the
Order of Mass and of the other
sacraments and as regards the Divine
Office. We have also chosen to celebrate

in Latin —“a less-travelled road” no doubt
but one shared to a greater or lesser
extent by several other Benedictine
communities and by our daughter-house
at St Mary's, Petersham (in
Massachusetts). This remains our way. We
have always regretted the facile equation

of old rite/Latin and new rite/vernacular,
gently insisting that the liturgy of the
Roman rite remains at root Latin in
accordance with the will of the Second

disclosing a face of it not often seen, we
hope too to contribute to “interior
reconciliation”, to stress the continuities
and at the same time reveal the
enrichments it has brought. Our resources
are limited (we are only ourselves!) but our
aspiration is to show forth precisely the
“spiritual richness and the theological
depth”, the “value and holiness” of the
post-conciliar Missal and the renewed
Benedictine Office, aiming to celebrate
them “with great reverence and harmony
with the liturgical directives” as the Church
and Pope desire. We hope this is, in its
small way, a service to the Church, to the
faith, hope and love of those who worship
with us, as well as our own sanctification
and thus, in one particular time and
place, serves the great overarching
purposes of all Christian liturgy, past,
present and to come: the worship of God,
the upholding of the Church, the
invocation of the Holy Spirit and the
transformation of the world.

30 &

WE ARE HAPPY TO REPORTSOME EXCELLENT NEWS FROM GLASGOW. Firstly

there is to be a new Sung Latin M@s®vus Ordot St Patrick's, 37 William

Street (Glasgow G3 8UR) at 4.00 pm every Sunday, frdthSsbtember.

Then there is the formation of a neshola cantorumdedicated to singing and
studying Gregorian chant. For these welcome developmerasaeslit is due to our
member Fr Gerard Byrne who was commissioned by ArbbpisMario Conti of

Glasgow to start thechola

Fr Byrne has the full support of the archbishop, who hadtthsay: “The decree on
liturgy of the Second Vatican Council states ‘The Chuacknowledges Gregorian
Chant as proper to the Roman liturgy therefore, dtiiergs being equal, it should be
given pride of place in liturgical services’. We canpimk and choose what we like
in the documents of the Council. The loss of this chantldvbe a great disservice to
our cultural heritage. | see the formation of g#uholaas a contribution also to the
contd/...

musical life of Glasgow.”
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It was while studying music at Glasgowmusic leads to the most profound
University, that Gerard Byrne wassilence, to true contemplation of the
introduced to Gregorian chant through ®ivine Majesty. In this way, it actually
CD produced by the Benedictines oftranscends itself. Gregorian chant is such
Pluscarden Abbey. His interest deepenechusic.” Fr Byrne is convinced that the
further when Archbishop Conti askedrevival of Gregorian chant can help
him to enrol in the Pontifical Institute of parishes focus more on the essence of
Sacred Music in Rome. During his threghe liturgy and away from the
years in Rome he was able to sing in thperformance mentality” that sometimes
Cappella Giulig the choir of the Chapter dominates.

of Canons of St. Peter’'s Basilica, and]_
was an assistant Master of Ceremonies
to Pope Benedict. He is keen to put hi
studies to practical effect with the
schola

he Glasgowschola will initially be
ade up only of men who will take part
in weekly rehearsals. While choral
experience and ability to read music is
preferred, previous experience of chant
In Fr Byrne’s own words “Gregorian is not required. In the past, Scotland
chant is quite simply thkectio divinaof made its contribution to the repertoire of
the early Church. It provides a deegiturgical chant. “The new schola
reflection on the Word of God in theglasguensisvould certainly be interested
context of the liturgy and the widerin any project which sheds light on the
Tradition of the Church. The chant grewpre-Reformation liturgical life of our
up and matured with the liturgy. It has dand and of our own archdiocese” Fr
spirituality all of its own. The same Byrne said. “Indeed, such studies may
cannot be said of a great deal of thactually be able to inform current
music we use in church today. Truditurgical practice.”

Christian, spiritual music, is never an . .
end in itself. It returns the soul to God,FOr further information about the

causing the listener to become purifiedSCN0la please contact Fr. Byme at
pacified, and sanctified. Truly sacredSchola_glasguensis@hotmail.ca.uk

’ 5

C . the first essential is to have at hand
+ % %6, 3 %% the indispensableCeremonies of the
Roman Rite Describelly Fortescue
FOR THOSE ACTIVE OR PROPOSING & O’Connell, most admirably
TO BE SO IN CELEBRATING THE revived and updated by Dr Alcuin
LITURGY ACCORDING TO THE Reid in the 1% edition of 2003
‘EXTRAORDINARY’ ORDO OF 1962, (Farnborough Abbey Press).
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Fortescue himself always spokeMassremains even today a fully up-to-
flippantly and dismissively of his date guide to the officially approved
excellent work once it was published andrersion of the old rite. So it is with
was of his excellent work once it wasimmaculate timing, slightly ahead of the
published and was famously scornful ofappearance of themotu proprio,
all pedantic rubricism. Called on toSummorum  Pontificum, that this
revise the work, Canon J B O’Connell,beautiful reprint of the single volume
by contrast, had the profoundest respedourth edition of 1963/64, by the Bruce
for the rubrics of the Roman Liturgy. As Publishing Co of Milwaukee, has been
well as revisingCeremoniesnine times made available, distributed in the United
in forty years, he was the sole author oStates through Preserving Christian
the even more magisterial work thatPublications and distributed in the UK
appeared in 1940The Celebration of by Carmel Books.

Mass. Everyone involved in the celebration of

This was a thoroughly comprehensiveghe Traditional form, from celebrants,
book of rubrics and liturgical law. The sacred ministers, servers, sacristans and
first edition, published by Burns & Oatesespecially masters of ceremonies, will
in 1940, came as a set of three separabeed  ‘Fortescue’ (ie  Fortescue,
volumes, each of about 260 pages, with @ Connell & Reid’s Ceremonies of the
few photographs (including one of theRoman Rite Described14" Revised
baldacchino at St Gertrude’s, Croydon!)Edition) as their basic but well detailed
Three further editions followed to keepevery day guide. However, to use a
abreast of the succession of liturgicamotoring analogy, if that is the ‘driver’s
changes that came after the war yearsandbook’ then O’Connell’'€elebration
including the Holy Week changes inof Massis the comprehensive ‘workshop
1955 andDe Musica Sacraof 1958. manual’. Certainly it is the classical
Then came the fourth and final edition intextbook that priests and seminarians
1964. This took into account the newshould study thoroughly and then return
codex of rubrics of July 1960 and theto again and again for reference
neweditio typicaof the Roman Missal in purposes. O’'Connell takes ‘rubrics’ to
1962. O'Connell worked conscientiouslyinclude everything one needs to know
on this final revision as Vatican Il gotabout the Mass: its history, nature,
under way despite knowing, agaritus liturgical law, ceremonial, classification
of the Liturgical Commission, that moreof feasts, rules of the calendar,
sweeping changes were on the way.  occurrence and concurrence,
commemorations and other intricacies

Happily, it was this 1962 Missal thatctpat had built up over the centuries.

would come to be preserved as the ‘gol
standard’ of the olardo in so far as its On first acquaintance, the book can seem
use was to continue, spared any of thdaunting and intimidating. This is

further mutilations inflicted on the Massparticularly true of the chapters on the
in its last years before the promulgatiorCalendar and the Precedence of
of the Novus Ordo Equally happily Liturgical Days. In the 1962 liturgy, one

therefore, O’Connell’'sCelebration of still had feasts divided into classes | to
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IV, although there were no longerLady and the Saints, he follows the
‘doubles’ of each class, or ‘greatergeneral rule.” There are of course many
doubles’ or ‘semi-doubles’, privileged pages in the same vein, but all this soon
octaves etc, as at the time of O’Connell’decomes automatic to priests who
1940 edition, and he had effectivelycelebrate in the older form regularly. It
rewritten the whole of Volume One thatmight be added that the later versions of
appeared in that edition. Even today ond-ortescue’ are only slightly more
is advised to consult a publish€ddoto succinct than O’'Connell’s..

be sure of celebrating the right feast The huge wealth of information found in

O’Connell gives the most meticulouslythis solid book of more than 600 pages is
detailed guidance on the priest's everylevoted entirely to the Mass. Unlike
action at the altar, down to the'Fortescue’ it does not touch on the
disposition of individual fingers. To give Office, Rites or Pontifical celebrations. It
something of the flavour, after thRater is good that the Holy Father has left us in
Noster “The celebrant add&menaloud. no doubt that we all participate in the
Then with his right hand, the thumb andone Roman Rite, whether in the older or
index finger still held together, he takesnewer form. Therefore a great book such
the paten from under the purificator ancas O’Connell’s Ceremoniesmust have
corporal and lays it flat on the altarrelevance for all who wish to claim any
outside the corporal. Keeping it steadyexpertise in the sacred liturgy of the
by placing on it the second and thirdRoman Church, whichever form or
fingers of the left hand and taking cardorms may occupy them most at present.
not to touch the Sacred Host with theThe book’s attraction is not confined to
maniple or the left sleeve, he wipes théts outstanding contents. It is a most
entire concave surface of the pateimmpressive volume to behold, beautifully
lightly (aliquantulum says the rubrjc bound in dignified dark green with gold
with the purificator. In doing this he useslettering embossed on the front and
the second and third fingers of his rightspine. There is a broad red marker
hand. Then having placed his left handibbon, and it has an excellent index. It
on the altar within the corporal, with thelooks handsome on the shelf and cannot
right he puts the purificator on the tabléeail to add gravitas and credibility to any
of the altar some distance toward thditurgy buff who possesses and flaunts a
Epistle corner. Next, taking the patencopy.

between the joined thumb and index

finger and the second finger of the right , )
hand, he holds it upright, so that itsR€v J B O’Connell: The Celebration of

lower edge rests on the altar, close to bi¥lass, Fourth Revised Edition 1964, The
not on the corporal, its concave surfac&ruce Publishing Company, Milwaukee
facing the middle of the altar. Thushard cover 622pp. Library of Congress
holding the paten with his right hand, thécatalogue  64-14562, reprinted 2007

left hand laid on the corporal, he begingAvailable in the UK  from Carmel
the silent recitation of the EmbolismBooks, PO Box 40, Wellington TA21

(Libera no3. For bows of the head 9WZ. Tel: 01823 664 751 price £32 inc
during this prayer, at the names of Oupostage ).
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C C As well as the famous Roman churches,
+ - - 1 we find many less familiar ones here that
7 %% we would really love to get to know.

WE LAST CAME ACROSS THE Youncg Among the earliest English cardinals
PRIESTS SCHOFIELD AND SKINNER, Were Robert Pullen, our first, and
TOGETHER WITH MARCUS HOLDEN AND Nicholas Breakspear who became the
RICHARD WHINDER, IN THEIR onIy Engllsh Pope, as Adrian IV, ruling
ACCLAIMED WORK SAINTS OF THE from 1154 to 1159. Next came Stephen
ENGLISH CALENDAR (review Newsletter Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury at
127 Summer 2006)and Fr Skinner the time of King John who initially
afterwards in his informative solo work refused to recognise his appointment. He
on The Pallium, all from Family Was around for the fraught business of
Publications. In their latest work, Magna Carta and the flurry of
Nicholas Schofield and Gerard Skinnei€xcommunications that followed, then
have given us a portrait of everyattended the Fourth Lateran Council
Cardinal born in England or connectedpefore presiding at the coronation of the
officially, if sometimes obscurely, to this boy-king, Henry Ill. He should not be
country. They have tracked down a totafonfused with Simon Langham, in the
of 50, which includes the 10 residentl4" century, who came from the Rutland
cardinal archbishops who have led ou¥illage of that name and who, as the first
hierarchy since the Restoration. English Benedictine cardinal, became
successively Bishop of Ely, Lord

This is a most attractive book, Chancellor —and  Archbishop  of

beautifully illustrated ~ with  both Canterbury in the reign of Edward III.

photographs and copies of artistsT here_gre names that will appear quite
pictures, many not previously publishedUnfamiliar until we rgad their stories

The jacket carries a colourful picture ofhere. The authors quickly provide the
Cardinal Wolsey receiving the red hatinformation we need to whet our

The book is packed with information byappetites to know more about almost
means of which we are able to gather gvery one of them. Among these 50
striking historical perspective of our prelates there is hardly a boring character
faith and the vicissitudes that havedr one whose life has been uneventful. A
affected it through the ages from theSurprising number, incidentally, are

twelfth century to the present time. Athought to have died from poisoning.

charming feature of the book is theywe all know of ‘Morton’s Fork’ the

illustration of each cardinal’'s coat Ofingenious approach to tax collection
arms at the head of his biography, withyeised by Cardinal John Morton, who
his motto where appropriate. Even mor@ecame Archbishop of Canterbury and
fascinating are the splendid descriptiongnancellor under Henry VII. As Tudor

of each cardinal’s titular church, somg;jmes progress we soon arrive on even
shared of course by several cardinals ifore familiar ground with the famous

the course of centuries, mainlyfigyres of Thomas Wolsey, Sir John
accompanied by exquisite illustrations.sisher and Reginald Pole, who is thought
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to have come close to being electe®asilica. Arguably the greatest of the
pope. A surprising entry in the book isCardinal Archbishops of Westminster
that of Giulio de Medici, later Pope was Herbert Vaughan, to whom we are
Clement VI, who commissioned indebted for Westminster Cathedral, its
Michelangelo’s Last Judgment and Choir School and the wonderful tradition
excommunicated Henry VIII. He is of great liturgical music that continues
included for having held the titles oftoday. Poignantly, the first public service
Bishop of Worcester and Cardinalin the new cathedral was Herbert
Protector of England. Other ItaliansVaughan's own Requiem in June 1903.
include Lorenzo Campeggio, who came . .
to hear Henrys divorce suit againstThere were two other cardinals who, like
Catherine of Aragon, and GiralmoNéwman and Howard, were not
Ghinucci, sent as Leo X’s nuncio. archbishops, both of them born in
London: Raphael Merry del Val and
One of the most venerated figures i$rancis Gasquet. The former became
Cardinal William Allen (1532-1594) Secretary of State to Pope St Pius X and
leader of the English Catholics in exile atSecretary of the Holy Office under
Douay and Louvain during the reign ofBenedict XV, while Gasquet, who began
Elizabeth I. It is thanks to him that thereas a Benedictine at Downside, became a
was a succession of courageous priestoted scholar and historian, doing
trained for the hazardous Englishimportant research and holding a
Mission. He founded the Englishsuccession of offices in Rome. That
College in Douay and the ‘Venerabile’ inleaves us with the archbishops we are
Rome, where he lies buried. In Rome, henost familiar with, but about whom
took part in no less than five conclavesthere is always something to learn:
We are given good accounts also oFrancis Bourne, Arthur Hinsley, Bernard
Cardinals Philip Howard, Henry StuartGriffin, William Godfrey, John Carmel
(brother of Bonnie Prince Charlie),Heenan, Basil Hume and Cormac
Thomas Weld and Charles Acton. Murphy-O’Connor. From this era too,
) the authors have plenty of anecdotes and
Thus the authors, having held oUfintormative material to put before us and
attention so firmly over the earlier oy 4o so in admirably readable style.
centuries, bring us to the Restoration Of:ittingly, it is our present Archbishop,

the Hierarchy in 1850 and the first of ourcardinal  Cormac Murphy-O’Connor
Cardinal Archbishops of Westminster,yno has written the Foreword to this

Nicholas Wiseman. He is soon followedygok. 1t will be an invaluable reference

by the two great converts from thepaok as well as a being a pleasure to
Church of England, Henry Manning andyg54 and satisfying to own.

John Henry Newman. Around at the

same, but little known nowadays, wasNicholas Schofield & Gerard Skinner:

Cardinal Edward Howard, an imposingThe  English  Cardinals.  Family

military figure who left the army and Publications, Oxford ISBN 978 1

spent his priestly career in Rome871217 65 0, hard cover 240pp with
becoming Archpriest of St Peter'sillustrations £19.50
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C C ) Vespers of the Immaculate Conception
celebrated there as usual last December.
+ % . All the familiar personalities of
traditionalism were present and were
THE BOOK'S SUBTITLE IS THE ROMAN pleased to greet the author, who
LITURGYAND ITs ENEMY. It is an English delighted them by reading extracts from
translation of a collection of articles byhis work. For their entertainment he
an acclaimed German novelist, poetincluded the humorous account of the
critic and scriptwriter. Readers shouldJewish boy describing an old style
not be discouraged by signs that suggestatholic Mass, with priest in biretta and
it might be boring. Apart from the dull a small altar boy. (Briefly: a man came
grey of the cover, the title itself does itin with a little boy, who took the man’s
no favour. ‘Heresy’ might just involve hat and hid it, they all seemed disturbed
some excitement, even St Thomasgver this and had a collection to buy him
Aquinas was accused of that! Buta new hat. At the end all is well as he

‘formlessness’ is a killer and, in case ongjets the hat back — but he still doesn’t
asks,Formlosigkeif the German original return the money!)

gfet\;vehrlclr': i'; :s :nd'g;[etfgtsrggg'cés tnt?]ln the same week’€atholic Herald he
) y Pt Nas given a whole page of approbation

'?’Etet]rg izpenr;dsshg]#ghe t'gebggﬂorlﬂg‘ ritten by John Laughland under the
. Y #'tle “How to Wage War against Ghastly
deplore the widespread replacement 3,:/"

the more traditional Catholic Mass an turgy”. He observes, undeniably, that

its associated ecclesiology. However, in osebach 'is in love with the Old Mass,
9y. ) . in love with its entire body and soul, in
the Anglophone world, there is still

value in seeina what has been written ir|10\le with the incarnation of Christ in the
g liturgy. One of the many things he

other countries. If one were to

recommend Martin Mosebach's book, itresents about the liturgical reforms is

would be because it is rather dif“feren{hat they have forced people who would

from so manv tvoical books that areotherwise be simply in love, as he is, to
y typ become instead critics and technicians.”

passionately committed to the older, .
Mass. When the author is held in suchWhy should we be obliged to talk about

high esteem and his writing skill sothe liturgy” Mosebach ‘asks. I go to
acgknowled ed. we reall dc? have tochurch to see God and | come away like

ged, ealy a theatre critic.” Similarly in February of
reach for our reading glasses. Onl

Xhis year, he was given an article in the

pressure on space hgs prevented us froII—J?ench periodicaL’Homme Nouveain
presenting this review some month%/vhich a debate was contrived between

earlier. him and the journalist Gérard Leclerc

Mosebach burst onto the scene as thgho was defending the new order. It was
new darling of Traditionalist writing in concluded that they agreed more than
the English speaking world at the end ofhey disagreed, despite their different
2006. In fact this book was launched irstarting points on theology and

St Wilfrid's Hall at the London Oratory, understanding of liturgy.

following the magnificent Solemn First
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Mosebach is in the tradition of literarywas “the picture of a church that quite
figures, such as Evelyn Waugh orevidently no longer believed in the effect
Graham Greene, who were shocked bgf her rites”.

the standard of liturgy that churches
were all too often left with in the wake Later he was fortunate to come across a

of Vatican II. An even closer comparisoncr;]"j‘r.ming Chﬁmh ‘T}t Kiedrich(,j in_the
might be with the late Alice Thomas-Rh€ingau, where th@ovus ordowas

Ellis, whose highly entertainingerpent celebrated with perfect dignity and there

on the Rockstrikes a similar note with &S always beautiful Gregorian Chant,

her keen observation. and acid wit.that attracted crowds of visitors in the

Mosebach tackles a variety of topicstourist season. But he turns his back on

with an analytical eye, some from zall that and seeks out a *hideous” chapel
controversial viewpoint, such as “DoesWhere he can attend the old Mass. Was

Christianity need a Liturgy?”, but mainly Pe drir:/eany a ;ormh of 'E.aSOChiS'g? In
such as liturgical art and images act the Mass he then discovered was

people’s participation and posture th' erformed rather more as it should have
disuse of veils, would the “Tridentine’ °8€n- What impressed him was seeing

Mass be better described as of “Gregor}'® ?]9“0”5 of ”the‘ PfleSti(, dolné;
the Great?” etc. He explains the ominoug®Mething, ~actually E}t work’, - an
implications of the dreaded wordnding actions more ‘decisive’ than
‘pastoral! He gives a factual account ofVOrds:

a visit to the Abbey of Fontgombault,To provide balance, the book has a
which sounds rather grim, a descriptioforeword by Fr Joseph Fessio, editor in
of preparing for a “Hotel Mass”, a chijef of the Ignatius Press, who praises

dispiriing exercise, and of the brutalMmosebach’s understanding of what went
desecration in the reordering of the onc@rong in the postconciliar reforms.

beautiful St Raphael's in Heidelberg, afjowever, he points out that it is
a shocking example of what wasperfectly possible to make the continuity
happening all over his country. with tradition much more obvious in the

His observations are well justified in thenohvus ordlo, r\]N'th Latin, GreEorlallj
main and his arguments always cogenf.: ant, polyp (Bny, .|fn|cense,d neekllng
Some things however are puzzling, nofPmmunion, — beautiful - and  noble

least his apparently genuine love of th¥eStments — permitted but too rarely

old Mass. He gives some very Vivide{(perienc_ed. Fr Fessio hopes_ thq book
descriptions of the Mass as hewill contrlkgute to the “new liturgical
experienced it as a boy in Frankfurt innovement galled _for by : t[he then
the fifties. It sounds truly ghastly. Not Cardinal Ratzinger inThe Spirit of the
only was there a ‘narrator incessantly-'turgy-

distracting his attention from the sacred

actions, a short creed said by the peoplartin  Mosebach: The Heresy of
while the celebrant said the full LatinFormlessness, Ignatius Press, San
Credag no Gregorian Chant, but Francisco, 2006 ISBN 978 - 1- 58617-
increasing use of vernacular hymns. 11127-8 soft cover 210pp £12.50
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5 C All of this, however, offered ideal
+ 6 material for Fr Jerome’s subsequent
7 sermons, reflecting the difficulty any of
THIS IS ANOTHER ENJOYABLE AND VERY  us might experience on our own journey
REASONABLY ~PRICED BOOK FROM through faith, when “joy seems to
FAMILY PUBLICATIONS. In our Summer disappear from our Christian life”. One
2006 issue, 127, we published a reviewnight add that there seems some parallel
of Fr Bertram’s earlier bookPeople of with the story of the “wise and foolish
the Gospel in which he weaves virgins”. The difficulty of being part of a
personalities from Scripture into hisgroup also surfaced on the journey, but
series of sermons. The present book ihis too was grist to the mill of our
similarly constructed from a series ofpreacher: “In the Christian life we are all
sermons given some time ago taogether, no member of the Church can
Carmelite sisters during their annuakuffer without the rest of us suffering,
retreat. Fortuitously, his talks were tapebecause we are all one body, one spirit in
recorded by one of the nuns, which mad€hrist.”

this work possible. In this case the theme .
is that of pilgrimage, which is brought to”\though the journey had begun to seem

life by involving the real story of a really penitential, it was not all bad. It

pilgrimage led by the author along thdnust have been amazing to arrive at the
traditional route from Paris to Santiago'l9¢ old Abbey of ~Roncevalles,
de Compostela. Needless to say, Fpccupied by three monks where once
Jerome handles the story admirablythere had been elghty. Here in welcome
That is not to say that the practicaIShelt.er’. they_ . en!oyed excellent
preparations for the pilgrimage were ad!0SPitality and joined in Mass. There are
thorough as they might have been. good descrlptlorjs of the rema}lnder of the
road to Santiago. Following many
Thus while the party travelled smoothlytribulations, — eventually “joy was
along lanes through the reasonablyeborn”. Arriving at Monte de Gozo,
tamed countryside of France, with“Mount Joy”, the party could look across
pleasant lodgings or places to camp, thihe valley to see the great baroque
picture changed as they crossed th@wers of the cathedral above the city.
Pyrenees to discover wilder territory. ForThere is much rejoicing in Compostela,
one thing there was an abundance of raime thrill of seeing thésotafumeiro,the
which, contrary to Eliza Doolittle’s massive swinging thurible, the great
familiar rhyme, stayed on the mountainsstatue of St James, of unknown age, and
just as much as on the plains. Theyhe silver coffin holding what are
found themselves struggling alongbelieved to be the mortal remains of St
unmade and unmarked paths. Transpogames, Santiago himself. All of this is
links were negligible or unfathomable.beautifully described by the author,
Maps were inaccurate. In many places igomplementing the profound words of
seemed impossible to find any sort okxplanation and guidance given in his
accommodation or anywhere to obtaircollected sermons.
provisions. The general lack of Spanishncidentally, but to our mind extremely
among the group did not help either.  welcome, we find some comments by Fr
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Jerome on liturgical matters in what isforgotten. Things of beauty speak to us
effectively his Introduction, entitled “To through the senses, and these can really
begin with”. As a good Oratorian, he hasbecome ways to make us quieter and
some perceptive observations for usmore attentive to God. The beauty of the
particularly on the chant: “You canchant and the beauty of sacred art have
override internal distractions with the same purpose: look at the statue of
various sorts of regular rhythmic soundOur Lady, or the Crucifix, or best of all
That is the origin of the whole traditionthe Blessed Sacrament in the
of church music. This is something themonstrance. It is the same with the scent
wisdom of the ages has always knownof incense, candles, or the feel of rosary
and the Church managed to forget in thbeads in our fingers. Let all our senses
1960s. Now we are rediscovering it. Thespeak to us of God.”

chant, the rhythm and the sound of the

words mean much more than the texttr Jerome Bertram, Cong Orat: Walking
Not only sacred music, but sacred artwith God, Family Publications, Oxford,
the trappings and trimmings of theOctober 2006 ISBN 1-871217-62-8 soft
liturgy, are all things that were designedctover 128pp £6.95

to make us quiet inside: something

which tragically we seem to have

1 8 We could, however hardly ignore
the appearance of this dramatic
and much acclaimed play, with
its distinguished cast and its
gripping subject matter which
had left such a mark on those of
us who closely followed the
events of August, September and
October 1978 as they unfolded.
It concerns of course the,
remarkable election, 33 days’
reign and untimely death of Papa
Luciani, the ‘Smiling Pope’ John
Paul I.

HERE WE  STRAY INTO AN
UNFAMILIAR FIELD, WITH NO
INTENTION OF BRANCHING OUT
FURTHERON THIS PATH.

There was, and remains,
considerable speculation about the
DAVID SUCHET. circumstances, linked  perhaps

 evitably with Dersi .
USSR NI co: rhere was aio the buring
GOANIRNNIONR  cuestion of blame and guilt, whether

direct or indirect, individual or
corporate.
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The Last Confession produced so from Benelli.

mzzlevstl)y alb yH E z;\]/gké]tor}gsz; eﬂ\:veo ; It was accepted that the next pope would
of Roger Cr)z/an’e a yNew Yo’rk lawver I,[ghave to be ltalian as always. The curial
greatgstrength ’Iies in the ca\sl\':yof Z%Qardinals Baggio and Pigngdoli had only
characters, led brilliantly by David ‘lrr;l;te(;jr;yppo:;?]r&? dglz feelwgu\ll\(/jas thgtea
Suchet in the central role of Cardinal particularly welcome after Pope Paul's
Benelli. Pope John Paul Iis played ver ong and less than happy pontificate. The

convincingly by Richard O’Callaghan, : : -
the popular and talented president of thfeavourlte among these was Cardinal Siri

Cathoic Stage Guid.  Accompished.q, SU% SOl Al e
character actors give  excellent ’

performances as Cardinals FeIici,ni}\ﬁ;nﬁgraﬁitﬁhgavmgg rgt) t?seici:'t))e;il d
Gagnon, Lorscheider, Ottaviani, Suenen ' PP y

and Villot, not to forget a chillingly rsi (Naples) ruled — out  after

- . - consideration, attention came to be
believable  Archbishop — Marcinkus, focussed on Cardinal Albino Luciani of

forever associated with the ShadX/enice His  cause was romoted
dealings at the Vatican bank. All these'. : P

characters are adept at scheming an\ggorously by Benelli, using the political

acidic duelling every much as bitter asadronness of which he had become a

any encountered in the academicaster Further _Support came from
business or political worlds. Cardinal Confallomerl, who at 85 was too

old to vote himself. Crucial backing,
Having served earlier (1947-50) ashowever, came from Latin America
private secretary to Pope Paul VI, inwhere Luciani had established an
1967 Giovanni Benelli found himself in excellent relationship with Cardinals
the key post ofsostituto the deputy Arns and Lorscheider when he was in
Secretary of State. As the agedrazil to assess the pastoral needs of
Secretary, Cardinal Cicognani, was ndtalians working there. Although
longer able to carry the heavyscarcely known outside the Church,
responsibilies of the position, most of hid_uciani was in fact a leading candidate
duties fell to Benelli. He worked more as the conclave began and it took only
closely than anyone with Pope Paul anthree ballots before he emerged as Pope
remained in that post for ten years. Indlohn Paul | and immediately won the
1977 he was appointed Archbishop ohearts of the people with his lack of
Florence and elevated to cardinal. At thpomp and his gift for communication.
August conclave that followed the deattMeanwhile the cardinal electors
of Pope Paul VI, despite thesecongratulated themselves, praised the
credentials, Benelli was regarded as stillord and thanked the Holy Spirit for the
too young at only 56 to be a candidatdvappy outcome which seemed to bring
himself, but he was to exert considerableo much hope.

influence in promoting a candidate he‘l’he new pope spent most of the night

thought would resume the reformingaﬁer his election writing the remarkable
work for which Paul VI seemed to have 9

lost the taste, with appropiate guidancgpeeCh he would give to the cardinals in
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the morning. In it he outlined a There seems to be little truth in any of
programme of further implementation ofthe surrounding speculation, such as
Vatican Il, a new code of canon law,blazing rows with Baggio or Villot, as
evangelisation and ecumenism. From thdepicted here, or the suspicious presence
outset, Luciani shocked his ‘minders’ byof Marcinkus in the Apostolic Palace
showing that he would do things his owrearly in the morning. But it is easy to see
way and not weakly submit to theirhow conspiracy theories quickly gained
manipulation. Anyone who thought hecurrency.
might be in any way ‘progressive’ in
areas such as hirth control or liberatioWhen the cardinals gathered for the next
theology would soon be disillusioned.conclave, Benelli, although only a month
He was theologically utterly older than before, was somehow no
conventional and firmly anti-communist. longer considered too young. As a
What was clear was that he would ac¢andidate he was pitted against Siri, once
fearlessly against wrongdoing, @gain the ‘conservative’ favourite, and in
particularly in the matter of financial ballot after ballot his votes increased
dealings. This had many quaking in theitintil he appeared to be a clear leader.
shoes. He was something of a whirlwindThen it was suddenly evident that his
and did not spare himself hard worksupport had reached its peak. It seems
apparently assured by the advice he hdbat after the seventh ballot, Benelli was
been given in the conclave “If the Lordjust five votes short of the papacy, but
gives a burden, he also gives the strenggould not hope to gain any more. At that
to carry it.” Sadly John Paul's strengthpoint it no longer seemed such a
held out for hardly more than a month. necessity to have an lItalian pope.
| uciani himself had spoken about being

From this point the play is preoccupieds cceeded by a foreign pope, although
with the aftermath of Luciani’s death. o may well have had a Brazilian in
Controversy and speculation Wer&ning Now however there were good
unavoidable because virtually nothlngStrong figures in Poland. If the great
ha_d_ been done or reported correctly. The 5 dinal Wyzinski of Warsaw was too
official statement said that one of the;|y then there was Woijtyla of Krakow.

private secretaries, Mgr Magee, hagsgrginal Kanig of Vienna had no doubt
discovered the body when it was in facy, o Wojtyla was the best man and

found by Sister Vincenza. The timesgnergetically promoted his candidacy.

given confllc_ted. Dr Buzzonetti, who ha Woijtyla was in fact already quite well

never examined the pope, gave the Cauggqyun and highly regarded in Rome and
of death as a heart attack when it Wagaq the valuable experience of attending
almost certainly a pulmonary embolism | sessions of Vatican Il. Once minds

Luciani had been reading noThe \yere focussed in his direction, he was
Imitation of Christ nor papers about the g iy elected on the ninth ballot to rule
‘banking scandal’ nor a list of curial 55 30hn Paul 1.

officials about to be sacked, but a

sermon he was working on. TheAs to the ‘Confession’ aspect, we are
embalmers were instructed to start workreated to several flashbacks in which
before an autopsy could be put in hand3enelli pours out his feelings of guilt to
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a reluctant confessor, a ghostly priest imlistinct characters, both much involved
black Benedictine habit. Could he haven the events and indeed in the confusion
spared Luciani by getting electedthat followed.

himself? Or by not promoting him so . .
strongly aspapabile? Did he contribute :Il'iggra?,uthor wn:z gg{?\:e an ewd_erzrr]]tew
unwittingly to Luciani’s destruction? , Persp :

What 1 N stayed 1 Foms o hlpSTSSaes Bagio Pl o
him with his burden? Or could it have portray 9

been John Paul's own innocence anéillainous, whereas the ’liberals’
integrity, in the face of the Curias agnon, Suenens and Lorscheider are all

machinations, that killed him? The playSWeetIy reasonable. One small thing

asks questions rather than giving u’ioes grate quite disproportionately. In

answers. Heaven knows why, but whe is introdL_Jct(_)ry address to the people,
Wojtyla is elected, it is the wretched apa Luciani is famously remembered

confessor in black who appears to givéOr his first word as he began with a

: . .Smile, ‘leri” (yesterday). Then after the
wﬁitglessmg rather than a new pope II\%vild applause and laughter had subsided,

he started once againleti matina.”

De defectibusthere is little to quibble “Yesterday morning | went to the Sistine
about. It is good to see the great Davi€Chapel to vote peacefully ..... " Why
Suchet for once not defaced by highen does it get changed in the play to
Hercule Poirot moustache. In the play h&This morning”? For all this, it is an
only looks odd in an early scene when hexcellent thought provoking play. Here
wears a purple zucchetto with anis one sobering thought: if Benelli had
everyday suit, looking rather like abecome pope he would have reigned for
Jewish businessman wearing a gomulkanly four years. He died in 1982 aged
Once in a cardinal's red cassock angust 61.

mozzetta his presence is splendid. A
sharp-eyed cleric in the audience noticeg
Luciani without a skullcap under hi
mitre, but mostly he was perfectly inzg
character with his white zucchetto
endearingly askew as his unmistakeabl:
trademark. The cardinals would o
course have gone into conclave in tl
Sistine Chapel in red cassocks, yet hal
of them soon appear on stage in black
perhaps to look more sinister? We do n
get to know the papal secretaried
although they are on stage for much o
the evening. It is hard to tell them apartj
whereas the loyal Lorenzi who came,
from Venice with Luciani and the }
inscrutable Irishman Magee were quitel
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In Vienna, the Holy Father celebrated a
great polyphonic Mass. The composer
8 %/ 1" was, rightly, Austria's Franz Joseph Haydn
and the Mass his stupendous
e thought this Newsletter Mariazellermesse (Missa Cellensis in C) of
was already nicely é782, _for chorus, soloists, an(_i orchestra.
regorian chant also made an important
Complete at the end Of_appearance in the papal Mass. During
August, before the Pope began hisommunion, the choir repeatedly sang

visit to Austria. As impressions 0fthe antiphon Vovete , from the Propers for
) that Sunday, in alternation with verses

that visit seem so encouraging and 3®m Psalm 76, also sung in Latin: "Make
it will be some months before ourand keep vows to the Lord your God."
next Newsletter appears, we arg
fitting in this article, mainly of
borrowed material, in order to
capture something of the flavou
while it is still recent.

The HOIY].Father came to Austria freshi
from a highly successful gathering of
30,000 young people in Loreto, where h
demonstrated how he wanted to mak
the Church visible and able to
communicate, not about itself, but abou
“the things that are above”, in particula
to the world of the goung. In’ Austria,
Wlthvthe Mass mSSt dtephgn St Ca{)hedrg;&t the Angelus, a few minutes after the
E‘ Ig'n?aX\(/)P u(? aBtl’ | ep ehm erh end of the Mass, the Pope said: “It was a

ene 'f] h r?]a e It cléar how he articularly beautiful experience this
wants the Church to appear to men at t orning to celebrate the Lord’s Day with
men at the moment when it is most,

. . : | of you in such a dignified and solemn
Eefgﬁgr'é?blei in the celebration of themanner, in the magnificent cathedral of

Saint Stephen. The celebration of the
Eucharist, carried out with due dignity,
nnelps us to realize the immense grandeur
Qf God's gift to us in the Holy Mass, and fills

s with deep joy. It is precisely in this way

We are greatly indebted to the lItalia
commentator "and journalist Sandr
Magister k\)Nho publlshﬁd on th@hiesa
news wel site_ an enthusiastic report at we draw near to each other as well
the POpQ S aC“V'tIeS- n Ausma’ where -h%nd experience the joy of God. So | thani(
was particularly delighted with the Latin all those who, by their active contribution
liturgy that "was celebrated. The ‘

f . ~to the preparation of the liturgy or by their
I/(;ilia\évlljﬁleg agéggr?'ES are taken from hISrecollected participation in the sacred

mysteries, created an atmosphere in
. which we truly felt God's presence.”
From Vienna, a Lesson on How That afternoon, in the monastery of

to Sing the Mass Heiligenkreutz, where each day 80

Cistercian monks celebrate the divine

Haydn's polyphony and the Gregorian office in pure Gregorian chant and
antiphons of the Roman Missal entirely in Latin, he said: “In the beauty of
accompanied the papal liturgy in the the liturgy, wherever we join in singing,
Austrian capital, all of which was praising, exalting and worshipping God, a
celebrated with "the gaze fixed upon little bit of heaven will become present on
God." A model for Catholic Masses in the  earth. Truly it would not be presumptuous
Latin rite all over the world. to say that, in a liturgy completely centred
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on God, we can see, in its rituals and
chant, an image of eternity. In all our
efforts on behalf of the liturgy, the
determining factor must always be our
looking to God. We stand before God —
he speaks to us and we speak to him.
Whenever in our thinking we are only
concerned about making the liturgy
attractive, interesting and beautiful, the
battle is already lost. Either it is
with God as its specific subject, or it is not.
In the light of this, | ask you to celebrate
the sacred liturgy with your gaze fixed on
God within the communion of saints, the
living Church of every time and place, so
that it will truly be an expression of the
sublime beauty of the God who has
called men and women to be his friends.”

Benedict XVI also told the monks of
Heiligenkreutz: "A liturgy which no longer
looks to God is already in its death throes."
Haydn, a Catholic with a deep spirituality,
was not far from this view of beauty in the
Christian liturgy when he wrote at the end

of each of his musical compositions, Laus

Deo, “Praise to God". When in the  Credo
of the Mariazellermesse , the soloist intones
Et incarnatus est, and when the
Benedictus is sung, flashes of eternity truly
break through. More than a thousand
words, great liturgical music
communicates the mystery of "He who
comes in the name of the Lord," of the
Word made flesh, of the bread that
becomes the body of Jesus. The liturgy
inspired Haydn — together with other great
Christian composers — to write these
sublime  melodies, glimmering  with
theological joy. Broadcast internationally,
the papal Masses are a paradigm for the
liturgies of the Latin Church in the entire
world. The one in Vienna on September 9
was intended to be so in a particular way.
And Benedict XVI pointed this out.

Opus Dei ,

towards Mary who shows us Jesus.” The
Pope described Mariazell as “one of the
symbols of the meeting between

European peoples and Christianity” and
highlighted how many philosophers, not
always from a Christian standpoint,

“have recognized the central role of
Christianity in defending the modern

conscience from the currents of nihilism
and fundamentalism.”

He spoke again of the great Mass in
Vienna's Cathedral of St. Stephen, |
dwelt upon the importance of Sundays,
which give meaning to work and rest,
renew the significance of creation and
redemption, and express the value of
freedom and of service to others.” He
also mentioned the joy he had felt when
he visited the Abbey of Heiligenkreuz
and the Pontifical Theological Faculty.
There, he recalled, he reiterated the value
of prayer “as service of praise and
adoration ... over which nothing must
take precedence,” and of the liturgy
“oriented towards God,” highlighting
also how “theological study must never
be separated from spiritual life and
prayer.”

He concluded: “In Vienna and Mariazell,
the living, faithful and variegated truth
of the Catholic Church appeared
particularly clearly: a Church that
implements and is witness to a generous
'ves' to life in all its dimensions, a
Church that renews her bimillennial

Back at St Peter's Square for his weekljfadition at the service of a future of
general audience on Wednesday, th& 1:peace and of true social progress for the
September, he spoke warmly of his visientire human family.

to Austria to the crowd of more than

12,000 people. The visit had been time@icture acknowledgements:

commemorate the 850th anniversary op6
the shrine of Mariazell, a visit that was,p30
he said, “above all a pilgrimage, of goingp34
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